
CC Docket No. 99-301 (-

)
)
)
)

Before the RECEIVED
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

APRWashington, DC 20554 2 2001
~~
_"nt~Al_.In the Matter of

Local Competition and Broadband
Reporting

REPLY COMMENTS OF SBC COMMUNICATIONS INC.

SBC Communications Inc. (SBC) hereby submits its reply comments in response

to the Second Notice ofProposed Rulemaking in this proceeding (Notice). SBC supports

the Commission's efforts to gather accurate data regarding the deployment of broadband

services and the development of local competition. However, SBC agrees with the

Public Utility Commission of Texas (Texas PUC) that the Commission's reporting

program could be improved by reducing reporting thresholds that have the effect of

excluding many providers from both the broadband and local competition sections of the

report.]

The Texas PUC correctly points out that broadening the current reporting

program to include more providers will give the Commission a better understanding of

the deployment of broadband services and development of local competition.2 It is

essential that the Commission obtain accurate data so it can effectively carry out statutory

mandates such as the exercise of forbearance authority under Section 10 of the

Communications Act (Act) and the application of the impairment standard for unbundled

network elements under Section 251(d)(2) of the Act. SBC shares the Texas PUC's

] See Comments of the Public Utility Commission of Texas at 3, 7.
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concern that the Commission's reporting program will not be effective or useful if large

numbers of providers continue to be exempt from the broadband and local competition

reporting obligations.

SBC believes the Commission's current thresholds for broadband and local

competition reporting have prevented the collection of accurate deployment data in many

rural and sparsely populated areas, given that many such areas are served by relatively

small providers.3 The Texas PUC's comments illustrate the problem. For example, more

than 40 incumbent local exchange carriers in Texas serve fewer than 10,000 lines and

thus are not required to complete the local competition report.4 There undoubtedly are

many competitive local exchange carriers that also serve fewer than 10,000 lines and fall

below the reporting threshold. Moreover, the Texas PUC notes that many small

telephone cooperatives in the state are either deploying DSL or have indicated plans to do

so in the future. 5 Yet most of these cooperatives are not required to report on their

broadband deployment because they serve fewer than 250 broadband customers.

3 Local Competition and Broadband Reporting, CC Docket No. 99-301, Second Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking, FCC 01-19 (reI. Jan. 19,2001) at ~ 13.

4 Texas PUC Comments at 3.
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The goal of the Commission's reporting program should be to ensure that it is

collecting complete and accurate information regarding the deployment of broadband

services and development of local competition. Therefore, SBC supports reducing or

eliminating the current thresholds to include as many carriers as possible in both the

broadband and local competition sections of the report.
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